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But jyf a mans ffainHe stande to anye other, lie is by adoption put into
a familye of that occupation, which he doth most fantasy. Whome
not onely his father, but also the magistrates do diligently loke to,
that he be put to a discrete and an honest householder. Yea, and if
anye person, when he hath learned one craft, be desierous to learne
also another, he is likewyse suffred and permitted1.
When he hathe learned bothe, he occupieth whether he wyll: one-
lesse the citie have more neade of the one, then of the other. The
chiefe and almooste the onlye offiyce of the Syphograuntes is, to see
and take hede, that no manne sit idle: but that everye one applye hys
owne craft with earnest diligence. And yet for all that, not to be
wearied from earlie in the morninge, to late in the evenninge, with
continuall worke, like laboringe and toylinge beastes. For this is
worse then the miserable and wretched condition of bondemen.
Whiche nevertheles is almooste everye where the lyfe of workemen
and artificers, saving in Utopia. For they dividynge the daye and
the nyghte into xxiiii. juste houres, appointe and assigne onelye sixe
of those houres to woorke, before noone, upon the whiche they go
streighte to diner: and after diner, when they have rested two
houres, thn thy work iii. hours and upon that thy go to supper.
Aboute eyghte of the cloke in the eveninge (countinge one of the
clocks at the firstc houre after noone) they go to bedde: eyght
houres they geve to slepe. All the voide time, that is betwene the
houres of worke, slepe, and meate, that they be suffered to bestowe,
every man as he liketh best him selfe. Not to thintent that they shold
mispend this stime in riote or slouthfulnes: but beynge then licensed
from the laboure of their owne occupations, to bestow the time
well and thriftelye upon some other science, as shall please them.
For it is a solempne custome there, to have lectures day lye early in
the morning, where to be presente they onely be constrained' that be
namelye chosen and appoynted to learninge. Howbeit a greate
multitude of every sort of people, both men and women go to heare
lectures, some one and some an other, as everye mans nature is in-
clined. Yet, this notwithstanding, if any man had rather bestowe
this time upon his owne occupation, (as it chaunceth in manye, whose
mindes rise not in the contemplation of any science liberall) he is
not letted, nor porhibited, but is also praysed and commended, as
profitable to the common wealthe. After supper they bestow one
houre in playe: in summer in their gardens: in winter in their corn-
men halles: where they dine and suppe. There they exercise them-
selves in musike, or els in honest and wholesome communication.
Diceplaye, and suche other folishe and' pernicious games they know
not.
But they use ij. games not much unlike the chesse. The one is the
battel of numbers, wherein one numbre stealethe awaye another.